Invitation to Participate in Research
Project title: Age Friendly in Focus: Understanding access and inclusion for older
adults in the built environment

Are you 65 and older? You are invited to take part in our research study. We want to
know how you feel about your neighbourhood. Are your surroundings accessible? Are
there physical barriers that prevent you from fully participating in your community?
Are you able to access, enter, and use spaces in your neighbourhood easily and safely?
Do you feel welcome and comfortable? There are spaces we use daily that are not
accessible to many people. Professionals like urban planners, architects, and engineers
often do not know exactly how to make our living environment accessible for as many
people as possible. The objective of this research is to collect photos and stories that
show accessible and non-accessible spaces in our neighbourhoods from the perspective
of older adults.
What will you be doing?
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to take photographs of spaces in your
neighbourhood, and then tell your story about the spaces in an interview. Two phototaking options are available:
1. Take photographs independently (or with the assistance of a family member or
friend) and electronically send the photographs. Once the researcher receives
the photographs, an interview (by phone/Zoom) will be scheduled.
2. The project team will provide a camera. You will take the photographs
independently (or with the assistance). The project team will facilitate the return
of the camera (in person pick up, mail, courier). Once the researcher downloads
the photographs, an interview (by phone /Zoom) will be scheduled.
How long will it take?
The activities for this study are expected to take approximately 5 hours:
1 hour for the information meeting (by phone), 2-3 hours for photo-taking, and 1 hour
for you to tell stories about the photographs in an interview.

Where will your photos and stories go?
A photobook will be published to showcase the images collected through this study.
Through our partnership with the PEACH Research Unit your photographs and stories
will also inform study reports, website content, conference presentations, as well as a
photograph guidebook for accessibility.
Who will know they are your photos and stories?
It is your choice to have your name shown or not shown on these study outputs.
What do you get?

To show our appreciation, each participant will be entered in a draw for the chance
to win a $25 gift card from a local retailer (e.g., Tim Hortons, Sobeys, Superstore).

Interested?
If you are interested in learning more about the study, please contact Katie Vaughan by
phone or e-mail:
E-mail: agefriendlyinfocus@gmail.com
Phone: (902) 233-6061

The researchers conducting the study are:
Katie Vaughan
Research Project Coordinator, Community Links Association
Mikiko Terashima
Lead Researcher and Assistant Professor, School of Planning, Dalhousie
University

This project was made possible through funding from the Age Friendly
Communities Grant with the Department of Seniors!

